HISTORY OF ENGLISH EDUCATION          41

given no definite and formal instruction, either intellectual
or moral. And he bases his contentions on the fundamental
doctrine that education must be 'natural/ It is not always
easy to see what exactly Rousseau, and his followers, mean
by the term 'nature7 ; but he seems to regard the action of man
as something outside 'nature' and often in opposition to it,
The first sentence of Emile in W. H. Payne's English trans-
lation reads : "Every thing is good as it comes from the hands
of the Author of Nature ; but every thing degenerates in the
hands of man/'1 Rousseau holds the doctrine of original
goodness, which is just as misleading as the doctrine of
original badness, for children in themselves are not neces-
sarily either good or bad according to adult theories of
morality. But, starting from this original-goodness theory,
Rousseau has great faith in education according to 'nature.'
For instance, he hates towns and would have his pupil
Emile brought up in the country away from the contamina-
ting influences of civilisation, which is an artificial product
for which man is responsible. He advocates the complete
contrary of the educational practice of the day, which has
already been illustrated in many of the contemporary schools
to which reference has been made. "Take the very reverse of
the current custom and you will nearly always do right/'2

Rousseau divides the intellectual development of the
child into three periods. He tends to draw the line too
sharply between these periods and to forget that the whole
of the child's life is one continuous development. He does
not consistently apply his own requirement that education
should be 'progressive/ The first stage up to the age of
twelve is the 'negative' period. Rousseau starts from the
cradle. He condemns swaddling clothes because they hinder
the natural movements of the body. The child is to be

1  "Tout cst bicn, sortant des mains de TAuteur des choses: tout

entre les mains de Thoinme."   Note the word which Payne translates * Nature.'

2 Payne, Rousseau's jfew/?, p. 60.